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Introduction: -
According to census 2011, India is the home of 705 tribal groups. There are more than 1700 tribal
subgroups. They are around 104 million which comprises 8.6 percent of total population of India.
Out of 104 million only 10 million tribal are residing in urban areas rest are in villages dwellers,
which are mostly situated in forest and hills. Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan,
Gujarat have 14.7, 10.10, 9.20, 8.90, and 8.60 percent tribal population. It constitutes 51.5 percent
of total tribal population of India. Apart from these five states Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Andhra
Pradesh etc are the tribal majority states.
Tribal communities play a significant role in the discourse of sustainable development. These
communities, often residing in ecologically sensitive areas, especially in forests and hills. They
own huge traditional knowledge and practices that are naturally sustainable. Their way of life is
very natural and sustainable. They lead their life in very simple and natural way. Nature loving,
caring and conservation, and preservation are in their DNA. Their emotional attachment to their
habitat develops a amicable and perfect harmony with nature. Because of their forest habitat and
socio-cultural background, they were labelled as ‘forest tribe’ in 1881. By assimilate their wisdom
with modern approaches, we can achieve holistic development that respects both cultural diversity
and the environment. Engaging with tribal communities in a participatory manner, acknowledging
their rights, and preserving their distinctive practices can pave the way for inclusive and lasting
sustainable development.
Tribal communities in India have a inherent connection with the land and natural resources,
making them intrinsic stakeholders in the area of sustainable development. These communities,
often residing in remote and ecologically sensitive regions, have maintained harmonious
relationships with their environment for generations. Their traditional knowledge, practices, and
sustainable resource management techniques hold valuable lessons for modern development

approaches.
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Literature Review

We have gone through some of important works on tribal and sustainable development.
Deshmukh, R. R. N. B. B. (2024), he has discussed in his paper about important SDGs which are
related to tribal communities. He mentioned and discussed SDG-1. SDG-4, SDG-5, SDG-13, and
SDG-15, how these goals be achieved and what types of issues this community facing. De, D.
(2014). Nehruvian vision of sustainable development for tribals in India: A critique. South Asia
Research, 34(1), 1-18. In this article author has focused on the vision of India’s first Prime Minister
Jawahar Lal Nehru about indigenous people. Nehru ji once said that dams are the temples of
modern India and claimed that big dams would address India’s hunger and poverty. However, such
development schemes also created much pain and suffering for the owners of land sacrificed in the
public interest, mostly the tribal people of India. I observed that this article has critically analysed
the impact of development policies on the tribal peoples of India, earlier and today. It argued
specifically that Nehru’s well-sounding development concept of Panchsheel, the ‘Five Pillars of
Tribal Development’, did not work for the tribals and largely ruined their own efforts to secure
sustainable development. Das, B. C., & Majhi, C. (2019). Education for sustainable development
of tribes in India. International Refereed, Peer Reviewed Journal of Education, 5(4), 1-16, after
perusal of this paper we found that due to lack of education they are not aware about economic
development, they do not understand their potential. Further it explained, development and
education of deprived groups including tribes have been placed in Education for SDGs. Education
has positive impact among tribes in the context of their quality of social life and participation in
political activities, demographic transition and economic development. This paper focused on
developmental practices with reference to different level of education among tribes. The study
peeps in to the nature of engagement of the tribals with formal schooling and extent of development
reflected through formal schooling.

Discussion: -

“Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present, without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.” Brundtland Report (1992)
The concept of sustainable development formed the basis of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. The summit was noticeably the
first international attempt to draw up action plans and strategies for moving towards a more

sustainable design of development. It was attended by over 100 Heads of State and representatives
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from 178 countries. The Summit was also attended by representatives from a range of other
organisations representing civil society. Sustainable development was the solution to the problems
of environmental degradation discussed by the Brundtland Commission in the 1987 report Our
Common Future.

Sustainable development within tribal communities includes a delicate balance between preserving
their cultural identity, ensuring equitable socio-economic growth, and safeguarding the
environment. These communities own a rich reservoir of knowledge about local ecosystems,
biodiversity, and classical farming techniques that emphasize minimal ecological impact. By
integrating their wisdom with contemporary scientific practices, a reciprocal approach can emerge,
benefiting both the tribal populations and the environment.

Involving tribal communities in the development process is essential. It requires recognizing their
land and resource rights, enabling access to quality education and healthcare, and promoting
economic opportunities that align with their way of life. Empowerment through entrepreneurship,
and skill development programs can help them actively participate in and benefit from broader
economic growth.

The important characteristics that differentiate tribal society from other societies are the
uniqueness of the tribal culture itself. It gives them the status of being a tribe. The dissimilarity of
tribal culture results from living isolated within hills and forest areas. One of the vital
characteristics adopted for identifying a group as a tribe is their close connection with nature. It is
due to their culture, which contributes more to managing their habitat and helps in developing a
harmonious connection with nature through their belief system. It is well known that living close
to nature makes life more sustainable. This way of life gives rise to such knowledge types called
folk knowledge. It includes a knowledge system related to forest produce collection, hunting,
animal husbandry, agriculture, craft, and medicinal use of plants and shrubs. This paper highlights
how tribes use their folk knowledge in managing and sustainably conserving natural resources.
However, challenges persist. Evacuation due to developmental projects, insufficient representation
in policy-making processes, and encroachment upon their lands often disrupt their sustainable
lifestyles. Balancing infrastructure development with environmental conservation remains a
critical challenge. Striking a harmonious equilibrium requires policies that respect tribal autonomy,

provide avenues for social and economic development, and prioritize ecological conservation.
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SDGs Goals and Tribal Communities: -

UN has declared 20 SDGs goals. In this section we have discussed about important SDGs which
are connected with tribal community also. These goals are 1- No Poverty, 2- Zero Hunger, 4-
Quality Education, 6- Clean Water & Sanitation, 13- Climate Action,15- Life on Land. Out of
seventeen goals these goals are also deeply connected with tribal community.

These SDGs were adopted in 2015 as part of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, represent a global strategy for peace, prosperity, and environmental sustainability.
These 17 interrelated goals aim to address pressing global challenges such as poverty, inequality,
climate change, environmental degradation, peace, and justice. Tribal communities, often residing
in remote and ecologically delicate regions, are uniquely positioned in the context of the SDGs.
While they remain among the most marginalized populations globally, their traditional knowledge
systems, community-centric practices, and sustainable lifestyles can significantly contribute to the
achievement of the SDGs. This article explores the relationship between SDGs and tribal
communities, analysing both the challenges they face and the potential they offer in fulfilling the
2030 Agenda.

Despite their resilience, these communities are unequally affected by poverty, illiteracy,
malnutrition, lack of healthcare, and displacement due to development projects or environmental
degradation. Therefore, the effective implementation of the SDGs must address these structural
inequalities while respecting their rights, dignity, and cultural heritage.

Tribal Communities and Selected SDGs

Goal 1: No Poverty

Tribal communities face extreme poverty due to limited access to quality education, adequate
employment opportunities, and land rights. Land alienation and displacement for mining,
infrastructure, and conservation efforts further worsen their economic condition. Implementing
land reforms, recognizing community forest rights under laws such as the Forest Rights Act (2006)
in India, and supporting tribal entrepreneurship can help achieve poverty reduction.

Goal 2: Zero Hunger

Malnutrition is a serious concern among tribal populations. Their traditional food systems based
on forest produce, shifting cultivation, and millet-based diets are often undermined by modern

agricultural policies. Promoting indigenous farming practices, enhancing access to Public
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Distribution Systems (PDS), and integrating local food systems into nutrition programs can
improve food security and nutrition outcomes among tribal communities.

Goal 3: Good Health and Well-being

Tribal areas generally lack adequate healthcare facilities, resulting in high maternal and infant
mortality, poor immunization coverage, and prevalence of diseases such as malaria and
tuberculosis and other diseases. Furthermore, tribal knowledge of herbal medicine and healing
practices is rarely integrated into mainstream medical care. An integrated approach of improving
health infrastructure and valuing traditional medicine can contribute to better health outcomes in
tribal regions. It will lead to their better productivity and enhance life expectancy. Further, if
maternal and child health will improve it will reduce maternal and infant mortality rate.

Goal 4: Quality Education

Prevalence of high illiteracy is a major setback for this community to join mainstream of
development. Very low literacy levels and high dropout rates among tribal children are attributed
to inadequate schools nearby their habitat, poor school infrastructure, language barriers, cultural
disconnect in curriculum, and economic constraints. Culturally relevant education, use of tribal
languages in instruction, scholarships, and residential schools like the Eklavya Model Residential
Schools (EMRS) can promote inclusive and equitable education for tribal youth.

Goal 5: Gender Equality

Tribal women have very crucial role in their community, there participation in all sphere of life is
very active. Despite being central to community life, they often face marginalization in access to
education, healthcare, land rights, and political participation. Strengthening tribal women through
self-help groups, ensuring access to adequate reproductive health services, and recognizing their
roles in governance and forest management are essential for achieving gender equality.

Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation

Access to safe drinking water and sanitation is inadequate in many tribal areas due to their
traditional habitat location i.e. forest or hilly areas. Traditional water conservation practices and
local knowledge of water sources can be integrated into modern water governance to ensure
sustainable and community-led solutions. Government initiatives must ensure equitable

distribution of resources and respect for indigenous water rights.

PAGE NO: 1002



COMPUTER RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (ISSN NO:1000-1239) VOLUME 25 ISSUE 6 2025

Goal 13: Climate Action
Tribals are known as nature lover and worshiper. They are deeply attached with the nature. They
are both vulnerable to and resilient in the face of climate change. Their traditional knowledge
systems, such as shifting cultivation, agroforestry, and biodiversity conservation, can offer insights
into sustainable climate adaptation and mitigation. However, they are often excluded from climate
policy decisions due to their insignificant representation in policy making. Recognizing their role
as custodians of nature and ensuring their participation in climate governance is vital for achieving
Goal 13.
Goal 15: Life on Land
Tribal communities have lived in harmony with nature for centuries. They are by default nature
lover and preserver. Their main source of livelihood is natural herbs, plants, shrubs, leaves etc.
Their forest-based livelihoods and spiritual connection to land contribute to biodiversity
conservation, preservation, and sustainable forest management. However, conservation policies
that displace tribal communities from protected areas can be counterproductive. A rights-based
approach that acknowledges tribal stewardship of ecosystems can promote Goal 15.
Challenges in Achieving SDGs for Tribal Communities
Despite the alignment between SDG objectives and tribal needs, several challenges hinder
progress:
1. Lack of Disaggregated Data: National data systems often fail to capture the specific
conditions of tribal communities, making targeted interventions difficult.
2. Inadequate Representation: Tribal voices are often absent from decision-making platforms
at local, national, and international levels.
3. Top-Down Policies: Development programs frequently ignore local contexts, leading to
poor outcomes and cultural dissonance.
4. Resource Conflicts: Competing interests over land and forests have led to conflict,
eviction, and loss of livelihoods for many tribes.
5. Erosion of Culture: Globalization and modern development often lead to the
marginalization of tribal languages, knowledge, and practices.

To ensure the SDGs are achieved inclusively, the following measures must be prioritized:
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o Legal Empowerment: They are legally unaware about their rights. So, this must be the
priority of policy makers to make them aware and provide legal aid when it is needed. Full
implementation of laws protecting tribal land, forest, and cultural rights.

e Community Participation: Engaging tribal communities in planning, implementation, and
monitoring of development programs.

e Cultural Integration: This is time to introduce their culture, language, and philosophy in
the non-tribal people. Incorporating tribal languages, worldviews, and traditional
knowledge in education, health, and governance systems.

e Data and Research: Data and research play very critical role. Strengthening data collection
on tribal communities with disaggregated indicators to monitor progress.

e (Capacity Building: Their leadership is in very poor state. Now it should be promoted and
nurtured. Investing in tribal leadership, institutions, and youth to take forward the SDG
agenda from within.

The SDGs offer a redefine framework to address the historical injustices and systemic exclusion
faced by this communities from centuries. At the same time, tribal knowledge, philosophy, values,
and ways of life can significantly enrich and advance sustainable development efforts globally.
Recognizing tribal communities not just as beneficiaries, but as partners and leaders in achieving
the SDGs, is not only a moral obligatory but also a strategic necessity. A just, inclusive, and
sustainable future hinges on how well the world listens to, learns from, and walks with its
indigenous peoples.

Conclusion: -

In conclusion, the sustainable development of tribal communities in India depends on the
integration of their traditional knowledge with modern strategies. By nurturing their cultural
integrity, ensuring equitable progress, and preserving the environment, a holistic approach can be
realized.

This demand: -

e Inclusive policies, there is need to formulate development policies which must include
tribal groups as one of the most important stake holders.

e Participatory planning, without participation and exchange of knowledge with tribal
groups we cannot achieve sustainable development goal, because tribes are symbol of

sustainable development in itself.
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® A dedication to learn from indigenous practices, this is the most important factor.
Indigenous practices are becoming defunct. It is need of hour to preserve, conserve and
documented these practices. Once it extinct we cannot retrieve it at any cost. Therefore
this is very essential to preserve and protect it and practice it.

Ultimately, embracing the wisdom of tribal communities not only contributes to their well-
being but also enriches the broader discourse of sustainable development in the country.

For this, traditional knowledge system has to be practiced in daily life as much as possible.
The participation of the local people would also be required in integrating their knowledge
into government schemes. There is a time to develop a chain of understanding with the
experts to share the local knowledge and convert local knowledge into scientific terms. At
present, traditional knowledge is not only valuable for those local people whose daily life
depends on it but also for other people. Still, it is also useful for manufacturing products
of health, medicine, cosmetics, and so on. Today, traditional knowledge is being discussed
more in the name of knowledge and science. The scientific approach to environmental
management is fundamentally human-centred. This approach scientifically emphasises the
enrichment of forests to make forest resources more beneficial to human society.
Therefore, there is a need to build up a good rapport between traditional and scientific
knowledge so that both can go head simultaneously. For this, local people, policymakers,
and social scientists, especially economists, anthropologists, will have to work together.
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